We should all be concerned about the proposed 
Wind Turbines close to Weston
This leaflet explains how to object
We have until 1 December to object, after that it will be too late!
The planning department can only consider specific planning issues and are obliged to ignore anything which falls outside of these. For instance, don’t waste your time complaining about the “impact on house prices”, this is not a valid planning consideration and will be ignored. The planning process is very clear on this. However, what factors would drive house prices down? What factors would affect the quality of your life? These are the very real issues that you should think about!
It is VERY important to make sure that any objection is relevant and it should be in your own words.
It is vital to avoid emotive issues and knee jerk reactions.

Acceptable Issues

Visual Impact

· the overbearing nature of the turbines at 400 feet tall on a hill that is already 400 feet above the surrounding countryside

· the wrecking of the landscape of Weston Hills – you can refer to the enormous sums of money spent to “hide” the bypass – all to no avail if industrial monsters are subsequently to be built there.
· They are worryingly close to my house
Noise 
· Some wind farms have caused serious noise problems
· Although the noise impact has been calculated, there is no margin for error as the turbines will be so close to the village
Loss of amenity
· The loss of amenity on Weston Hills to walkers, cyclists, horse riders etc – Hatch Lane will be overshadowed by these monsters – and the noise near them will be considerable, making what was a relaxing environment into a positively unpleasant one
TV Reception
· The potential for TV reception interference and the time required to resolve any problems
Some other Issues
· The lifetime of 25 years not being “temporary” – you can equate this to being “a generation”

· Graveley airfield flight path will be effectively blocked

· The unsuitability of the access roads for hundreds of trucks – some carrying huge loads

· You may wish to mention how long you have been a part of the community
· Visual distraction for traffic on Hatch Lane and the Baldock bypass

· Construction noise and disruption 
Issues that would NOT be taken into account

· Reduction in house prices per se
· Economic viability of the wind farm
· Questioning effectiveness in reduction of CO2 emissions
· Challenging Government policy
· Preference for nuclear power

· It will frighten my cat!

· Developer’s greed
There may be other losses of amenity which we haven’t thought of yet – we would welcome your ideas. Send copies of your letters or questions on westonturbines@yahoo.co.uk which has been set up by a group of objectors to receive your ideas.
Who to write to? 
Each person in your household should write a letter of objection or send an email to The Planning Department at North HertsDistrict Council to arrive before 1st December: 

•           Richard Tiffin, Council Offices, Gernon Rd, Letchworth Garden City, HERTS SG6 3JF 
•           Email Richard.tiffin@north-herts.gov.uk
Please quote planning reference 08/00047/1 
Please also send copies of your letter /email to
•           Steve Jarvis District Councillor - steve.jarvis@north-herts.gov.uk  
•           Oliver Heald MP – Houses of Parliament Westminster London SW1
If you’ve already sent a letter of objection there is no reason why you cannot send another one. 
The Stop Bennington Windfarm website gives further advice on letters of objection:

http://www.stopbeningtonwindfarm.co.uk/  then follow “How to write” on the Home Page
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